Reviving the action research model: combining case and cause with dislocated workers.
Action research, a model combining research with activist goals and microlevel and macrolevel social work practice, has received little recent attention in the social work literature. This article reports on an action research project conducted by a major labor union and a university department of social work to assist dislocated workers in New England. A partnership of union-trained peer counselors and social work faculty and students combined a research study with providing direct service to displaced workers, assisting in an organizing project, and developing a policy agenda to assist low-income workers. The author suggests that an action research model can be used by social workers in a wide variety of settings and under different practice auspices.